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THE MILITARY SITUATION .- /OSO &=

GEWERAL -
W

-

1. The war ;nters the‘fifﬁh‘d owine )
. ] lay showing no
gﬁgmise of a short decisive campaiganOr eitgar gide.
évening pdssed quietly on both fronts with Is-

raeli air attacks starting at daybreak. ¥No concurrent

groupd action has been detected on either front.

. 2. The Egyptians have estaﬁlished their £
3 ‘ _ 3 . th orce
::r?éé og.the ¢astern bank of the Suez Canal, forcing
beeﬁ uiébi‘admlssxpn that their ground forces havae
acs it*dh'L to push them back. 'In the Golan Heights,
e puﬂﬁ tgavg f%ghting, the Israelis have been unable
liﬁp'w t € syrians back beyond the 1967 cease-fire

©, and they admit that they have not broken the

.Syrian army. “The'ground is still contested, however,

and no clear-cut advantage is evident for either sida.

EGYPTIAN FRONT

v~ 3. The Israéll air force this ¢ 2w
i:stittSCks on Egyptian positiong Qnmgﬁgisésggggggd
Accorginanzé ??d on the bridges crossing the Canal,
Tieord agti .tsraalm press accounts, thare has been
The Beocrrvity along the canal over the evening.
gyptxﬁns gqnglnued to resupply their forces over
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' the night without opposition frem air attack. Despite
losses taken during the air attacks of the last few
days, the Byyptlans evidently are able to keep thelr
bridges in operation and their forces supplied.

4. 'With yesterddy's admission that their ground »
~forces were unable to destroy the Egyptian forces on : e
the ¢astern bank, the Israelis are c¢ounting on their
alr force to hold the line. Por the last two days, .
the Israclis have concentrated their 'air attacks along
the canal-in the face .of heavy antidircraft fire-~—guns
‘and surface-torair migsiles—+-covering the bridgeheads.
The Israelis raportedly lost seven fighters during these -
25X1 - | attacks. By late yesterday some success8 may have been

- b achicved in suppressing these defenses, | .

¥

5. 'The Egyptiang now hold the.eéntire east bank
of the canal with their positions extending into the
S8inai from depths of 3 to 5§ kilometers to perhaps as
much as 20 kilemeters. An Egyptian:incursion yesterday
reached the Mitla Pagé but, according to the Israelis,
was driven off by ailr attacks. The Israelis-claim to
have stabilized the 1lines and to be establishing defen~
. sivae pogitlons in front of the Egyptlan forces. They
claim to be building up their forces behind these lines
for what Israel acknowledges will be a longer war than
" initially it expected. '"The earlier confidence of a
short and decisive counter-stroke has faded and the
. Israclis are facing up to Egyptian forces that are more . -
, capable than they had envisaged. S

6. Although the military situation is-still far
from settled, somé Israecli newspapers are calling for
the destruction of .Syrian and REgyptian military capa-
bility to  prevent future Arab .attacks, A columnist
with Haaretz, an authorative Tel Aviv dally, however,
points out the dilemma for Israel if it should carry
out such a policy. The columnist argues that a re-
"sounding defeat would make it almost impossible for
Arab governments to enter into' negotiatlons with

S 25X1. .
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,Qunaytirah despite Isracli attenpts to retaka it.
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Israel. le said that a militaxy vxctory could serve
as a political instrument if military ailms were ac-—
companied b; pelitical aims. He notes, however, that
the Israali Government has made it .clear that it has
no political aims -in this war and doncludes: that the

- wain fruit of the.struggle is also llkely to be.a
"military v1atcry. ) . :

SYRIAN FRON’I‘ . . " .

7. As the flghting entered 1ts £ifth day the

+ situation on the Golan Heights remains stable after -

a guiet night. Therd are confliatlng reports from

both Syria and Israel congerning tlie positions they ) '

hold, with both sides claiming to hold the cease-fires
line., Syrian forces still rotain possession of =~ -

8. Radio Jerusalem reports that early thls
moxrning the IAF bcgan conducting heavy air stri?es
shts

___ | on the ground, fighting this mornlng
seems - to be Limited to minox skirmishes.

10. The. Sjrlans have published a list of those

“injured in yestmrday 5 attack on the Soviet cultural

mission in Damascus. No Rugsian names figure in the
list, and Syrian officials refuse to coéonfirm or deny
that 30 Soviéts were killed in-the rald. The wreckage
of the building has not been completely cleared, how-~

- ever, and further bodies may be discovered.. Accordlng

to press reports, the Syxian director of the mission

- wasg baaly Lngured and a number of Syrian students were’

-
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wounded. Oﬁhcrfpressfcables from Damascus reporﬁ‘ﬁhat\
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the oil refineries at Nimg were severely damaged by

 Israeli air strikes and that

three Israeli aircraft

were lost in.the attack,

JORDAN

*

a

25X1

- . 13, The German and French missions in Amman hav
told a US Embassy officer that thay seé no indicaticons
of an imminent Jordanian entry into the war, but they

No Obijection to Deélassification in Part 2011/02/28 : LOC-HAK-542-18-6-4



25, I\ib Objection to Declassification in Part 2011/02/28 : LOC-HAK-542-18-6-4 ‘ R .

g .:i ."‘:

‘congirm that pressures are mouﬁting. The Germans
‘believe arm twisting from Sadat and Asad could .turn
the tide. The French see increasing agitation from -

Palestinians in Jordan as the key factor.

SAUDL ARABIA - . ' .

-

14, Accoiding to a sensitive State Departmant
cable from Amman, .Saudi Arabia has advised Jordan that
it intends to send a brigade of troops to Syria through
Jordanian terifitowy, Jordan intends to comply and a
Sauql‘dclngatxon in Amman is dlscussing with Jordanian
officials the possibility of Jordanian. logistical supe=
Port, including fuel for its troops. The cmbassy com~
ments that should the Saudis enter the war, the Jordanians
could find it difficult to stay .out, ‘ o

LEBANON .
15. The Israeli Air Force has increased the num~ .
ber of sorties. flown ¢ver Lebanon with the latest
£lights made this morning over the central and southern
part of the country. Yesterday a Lebanese radar station
was reported to have been destroyed by Israeli aircraft.
The Lebanese complained to UN observers yesterday that
an Israell force of 40 men and sixz halftracks had entered
Lebanon and searched civilians. The Israalis, probably
in search of fedayeen, apparently did not £ind any and
withdrew after four hours, fThe Israelis have come under
rocket-?ttacks from the estimated 5,000 Palestinian guer-
rillas in southern Lebanon, but ‘thus far no Israeli 25X1-
casualtics have baen reported. The fedayeen in gen-

eral appear to be .awaitirng develo —
' . ting thems * : fighting,
25X1 glven Israel’'s military strength

and the disunity of the Tedayeeil, they are pessimistic
about the usefulness of thelr fqéces.#. ? :

25X1.
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17.
Soviet Ambassador Vino ;
ASS a0 gradov told Al Ahram editor Haykal -
Ega: Ehe Soviets would deliver whatever was necessagg -
waroegugply‘Egrptian forces which, Vinogradov said
‘ eserving because of' the way they were fighting.

18. Three Soviet surface combatants ‘are pre '

. ,CO _ arin
Egeenggg ;ge.aogphprua'en route to the Maditargangan; 7
ta'ge miu _iarrlve.sometime today. Two are believed
o a'sVeszi e dest;oyers, and the third is reportad to
elemertsr fov—¢lnss crulser. They probably will join °
. ele t; ilg the Soviet Mediterranean Sgquadron that are
| : .ra ng the Us Task Force now operating near Cypxus.
OTHER ARAB STATES

“ .

19, Tha”ﬁoﬁiii%ation of Al% ' 1

¥ s 1 8 : qerian wmilitary units

‘ iﬁégggyinu;n.. An unknown number of troops and vehicles

rymidnts gnghgnqipeer'elements, have been transferred to ‘
airéraf{ ha;ézbzggnzggitz, UA; least 15 Algerian MIG
LY , %0 Ugba bin Nari air base (for-

ggrigcggie;giédige?izig.S The Algirian Navy is conéinuing
: . ome nav !

ke deployed to Libyan waters, ?- Hnlts reportedly s

20. "In Abu Dhabi the Ameriéa "
_ : ! L . n Embassy reports i
ziz zggﬁggf;qwgﬂlgggzig %gnguage:telephoneyaalg thzt K
> ombed. Local employees wer
home ana"pqlgcq pngtegtian was egpectgdpﬁagentariig.Sent

LATE ITEM

" that iﬁé Saudl officials are incroasingly concernea
stand inybqu 500p~haV? to take a strong anti~American .
theéy have ;aegt§2r$g§¥ézz.POlétigally, The Saudis feel

. ' _ . . ion to g0 and also heliev
regime is vulney : e elieve the
‘ Israelﬁwith_arms?b;e as will be the US if it resupplies
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